What is a Community’s # 1 Resource ?

The answer is the Lord Jesus Christ who made heaven and earth. Jesus Christ is our Creator and He was intimately involved in the formation of the United States of America. There is a wealth of information on our Lord’s influence in the founding of America in two books written by Peter Marshall & David Manuel entitled: “The Light & The Glory” and “From Sea to Shining Sea”. Also, read Abe Lincoln’s “Thanksgiving Day Proclamation”.

When Jesus created something, He simply spoke it forth with words coming out of His mouth. Jesus is currently in heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father. The Holy Spirit is on earth carrying out the Father’s Will, as spoken thru His Son Jesus. He (Jesus) is coming back to earth to gather His people (believers) after they have completed their tasks of spreading His gospel (Word) and growing up as a mature and full Body of Christ (Church). Note: The Father has determined the time of Jesus return.
Jesus has given His people sufficient resources to complete their tasks. Some of these resources include:

· The Holy Spirit to empower us to believe and obey God and His Word.

· The Bible (God’s Word) to show us how to live and work.

· His Grace  and Faith to help us overcome weaknesses and temptations.

· His delegated Authority to use His Word and Name to get the job done.

· His People to love, encourage and exhort us each day.

The operation manual for individuals & communities is the Bible. It says clearly that unless the Lord builds the house, we labor in vain. The Bible is packed full of wisdom to direct our lives and communities. It will even show communities how they can meet their needs for industry, housing, etc.

However, this Manual (Bible) is considered foolishness by people who have not accepted Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. To be effective in meeting the needs of a community, there needs to be one or more believers who will regularly pray and intercede on behalf of their community.

In my 25 years of development experience in rural communities, I have not found a better reference source of wisdom, hope and power, than the Bible. Its use in Olney, Illinois has resulted in over 2,700 new jobs created between 1987 & 1997. Unemployment dropped from 19.7 % in January of 1987 to 5.7 % in May of 1998. A key Bible verse that was used during this time, was from II Chronicles, Chapter 7, verse 14, where it states:

“If My people who are called by My Name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

On November 18, 1986, believers in Olney/Richland County held a Community Day of Prayer and claimed God’s promise in this verse. They first had to do their 4 tasks (humble themselves, pray, seek and turn) and then God fulfilled His 3 promises.

The Word of God is quick, powerful and sharper than a two-edged sword. It is by far, the most powerful and effective tool any person or community has available for help. However, you must give yourself and your community completely over to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. He even gives us His Grace to do this.

If you commit yourself and your community to the Lord Jesus, you will still have trials & tribulations. But you will not regret your decision. When you begin to see His work in your life and community, you will have a greater ability to avoid the pride, greed and self-indulgence that comes with success and prosperity. In effect, you will be building an eternal foundation for yourself and your community.
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