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Dear Friends in Christ: It is an honor, privilege and command, to carry out the Lord’s work in our daily lives. The degree that we freely obey God’s Word, sets forth freedom  for us to enjoy an abundant life on earth. Serving God consistently each day requires seeking and applying His strength, wisdom and power.

People pay attention when someone is consistently true and caring to others. Jesus Christ attracted crowds because He spoke truth and demonstrated unconditional love and power. As His followers, we are called to do the same each day. Even our individual weaknesses will impress others when we overcome them by faith in Jesus who enables us. 

The world is hungry for the love of Christ to be shown through our faulty, weak vessels. If we are to experience lasting revival in the Church of God, it must come through the Holy Spirit’s work in renewing our hearts and minds. Each of us must regain a fervent passion for our Lord Jesus Christ. Setting aside our self and its desires, in favor of the Father’s Will to be done, is possible each day.

Everything that God requires of us, He has made a way to empower us to complete. Our job is to rightly divide God’s Word, and to fully allow the Holy Spirit to use our body, soul and spirit, for His Kingdom purposes. Fully yielding to the Holy Spirit is a process met with false starts, failures, ignorance, wrong motives, etc. Understanding that only the Holy Spirit can bring about the right changes in us, is key to following in the footsteps of Jesus.

Becoming more like Jesus is similar to what happens when we stay around good friends. Their positive influence helps us stay right morally and spiritually. Likewise, the more we read and apply the truths of the Bible; the more we spend quiet time and prayer with Jesus; the more we stay around men, women and children who take their faith in Jesus seriously; the more we become the person that Jesus created us to be.

A wise person chooses what will result in the most good according to God’s Word. The God of all Good and Power dwells within each believer. We are without excuse to pursue and to obtain all the good that God set aside for us before the world was created. 

No one measures up to God’s standard very well. However, one’s failures to measure up to God’s standard  is no excuse to continually settle for less. Each believer is admonished to repent of their sins, to deny themselves and take up the cross of Jesus each day. Such is the process of following Jesus. It is a wonderful way to gain freedom over ourselves, our daily circumstances, and over worldly fears or influences.
A key component in this process of becoming like Jesus is the daily renewal of our mind. God’s Word in the bible is the mind of Christ. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. We should read aloud the bible so we can hear our spoken words in our ears. God’s Word builds up our faith in Jesus. 

When we resist doing what is good and right according to God’s Word, we should appropriate and speak God’s Word over us. To be effective in this process we must avoid ungodly thoughts by saying no to them at the precise moment of their arrival in our minds. Also, we should immediately replace ungodly thoughts with a thought or activity that lines up with what is good and right in God’s eyes. Steady progress in renewing our minds in Christ is only possible through faith in Jesus and obedience to the Holy Spirit’s working in us.

God’s ways and thoughts are not normal in people. The Holy Spirit must have our permission to replace our ways and thoughts with His. In this process, God sometimes will use base things, hopeless circumstances, fearful crises, unbelievers, etc., to humble us, to get our attention, to place our trust and total dependence in Jesus, in order to show us His ways. All things truly work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Each believer is responsible for their relationship with Jesus. They must do their own homework in rightly dividing the Word of Truth and in applying it each day. It is dangerous for believers to depend on others to feed them, guide them, and care for their spiritual needs, without functioning as a ‘good Berean’ to check out whether things line up with God’s Word. A major reason for the ‘lukewarm’ church, rests with our tendency to rely on the spiritual knowledge or experience of others rather than doing our own follow-up checking.

As iron sharpens iron, men sharpen men. Believers seeking to increase their faith should ‘rub shoulders’ regularly with godly men and women who demonstrate their faith in Jesus in their daily lives. No believer has achieved 100 percent obedience in walking by faith. We should observe and become friends with people who do not give up their confidence in Jesus when daily difficulties or crises happen.

People who are not afraid to openly profess their faith in Jesus, especially when it is not expedient or politically correct to do so, might be able to give you courage to remain steadfast amidst pressure from others. Those who remain gentle, peaceful and gracious when slandered or mocked, can help you learn godliness in action, amidst a crooked generation. Ask God to bring those people across your path.  
The fruits of the Holy Spirit such as love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control are not produced by you. Rather, you bear these characteristics of God in your thoughts and outward behavior as the Holy Spirit produces them in you. The bearing of these fruits is an automatic process of the work of the Holy Spirit in you. Striving to produce on your own strength, what only God can do in you, will result in discouragement, despair and a hardening of the heart  toward the Will of God in your life.

It helps to appreciate the simple things in life. Like being able to breath effortlessly. To be able to get around without assistance. To have a job and the ability to work each day. To have a place to call home. To have children and loving spouses. To have a bible to read, and freedom to worship God publicly with other believers. And, to know that you are saved and are going to see and be with your Creator forever. My, we have so much to be grateful for in this life. We can be thankful even in the midst of so much turmoil and suffering. 

Each believer has the full inheritance that the Father gave to His Son Jesus. We are going to rule and reign with Jesus forever on a new earth at a place called the New Jerusalem. Can anyone or anything come even close to matching the inheritance that we have in Jesus? No way. Why should we allow our minds to dwell on things that perish? Jesus expects us to be grateful all the time. That is, for Who He is, What He has done for us, and for the great  inheritance we have in Jesus. His expectation for us to be thankful is not unreasonable. 

It is easy to let our daily burdens and cares steal a grateful attitude from us.  To avoid this snare, we can purpose in our mind and heart to abide in the truth of God’s Word rather than on what we see, hear and do each day. Our tendency to worry should receive a response of distaste and hate in our minds. We are admonished to hate what God hates. And He hates sin. Worry is a constant dwelling on something fearful or anxious, as opposed to responding in faith and casting our cares upon Jesus each day. Worry is sin and something to avoid or flee from.

Deception means a believer cannot see that he/she has accepted a lie. Either the Holy Spirit, the Word or another believer is needed to expose such lies. Most believers are deceived by one or more sinful habits in their lives. We must learn not to trust our carnal selves. Rather we must place our trust in Jesus and in His stewardship over ourselves. We are His possession for all eternity. No man can snatch us (believers) out of His hand, not even ourselves when we disobey Him.

Seeking and listening to Jesus allows the Holy Spirit to expose and convict us of sin. Godly sorrow leads us to repentance. True repentance leads us away from sinful habits. Such is the process of sanctification throughout our lifetimes. Conviction and repentance are precious gifts to bring us back to Christ and to deliver us from the bondage of sin. We should thank God for these gifts and freely respond to them as the Holy Spirit seeks to continually cleanse us and make us more Christlike.

God made each of His children to be a ‘light in the world’ to convey His truth and love to a dying generation. It is important for each believer to see and to accept our job position as ‘Ambassadors for Christ’. Unless we seek to understand our job and its related responsibilities, we will look more like a burnt-out light bulb than a shining beacon of His goodness.

God speaks to His people through His Word, His Holy Spirit, His people and circumstances. It is normal for a believer to expect God to communicate with him/her each day. Yes, there are periods when God appears to be silent. But, we have His Word to read and His faith to remain steadfast. Unless, we come to expect God to speak to us, we will begin to think that only the truly pious hear God. We stand to miss out on the fellowship that God intended for us on earth.

We are holy because God is Holy. He dwells within us and we are His temple. Believers are commanded not to defile their bodies nor defile themselves by what comes out of their mouths. Our tongues are set on fire by hell itself. The way to tame our tongues is to ask God each day to do it. Our words can become more truthful and gracious as we abide in Christ. The old language becomes distasteful and embarrassing as we allow the Holy Spirit to be in charge.

Each believer is a Pilgrim, a sojourner on this earth. We have no lasting inheritance on it. That is why we can hold onto our possessions loosely and not covet them. Often, God will test our faithfulness to Him by presenting needs of others or special circumstances to see if we will give freely. The Holy Spirit motivates us to overcome  our natural greed and covetousness. Our job is to purpose in our heart and mind to obey God and trust that He will always supply our need according to His riches and glory by Christ Jesus.

If you are convicted by the Holy Spirit after reading this newsletter, first thank God that He loves you so much that He will not let you stay where you are. Next, ask God to search your heart and to bring to your mind, any sin that you must confess. Then acknowledge that you have sinned against a holy God who bought you with His blood and Who now possesses you and your future completely, as a believer. Then thank Him for His forgiveness and cleansing. And, don’t forget to forgive yourself. Many people are forgiven by God only to face their own condemning thoughts that continually remind them of their failings.

Trust that God knows you much better and more in-depth than you do. Know that He truly made a personal plan for you before the world was created. Accept that the Holy Spirit has all the knowledge and power to conform you to the image of Jesus. Learn God’s ways by seeking Him with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. Trust that with your faith in Jesus and obedience to God’s Word, that the Holy Spirit truly is working out your salvation in Jesus.

Stay alert in God’s Word. Watch and pray. It is reasonable for each believer to expect to become more Christlike. God works from the inside out. Most of the things that you will observe as Christlike in the future, are likely being birthed in your heart and mind right now. You as a believer, should be growing in excitement and faith, as you abide in Christ. He is Wisdom, He is Truth, He is Creator, He is All Powerful, He is Love and Jesus is coming back for you and I. Won’t you continue to give way to the working of the Holy Spirit in your life? Jesus is ready and able to do what you cannot do. Consider praying the following:

Heavenly Father, I praise and worship You. Thank you for saving me and for giving me eternal life in Christ Jesus. Empower me through Thy Holy Spirit to live this life on earth in faith, with a humble, thankful attitude toward You. Show me how You are making me like Jesus in my thoughts, words and actions. Help me to be content in You and in Your work through me. Cause me to listen, trust and obey You consistently each day. In the Name of Jesus, I pray. Amen.

Jesus is Faithful to His Word. Don’t settle for anything less than His Word. May the Lord Jesus bless you and encourage you today.   
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