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Greetings to you, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lest we become forgetful of some of the basics of the Christian faith, the following is offered to help you remain informed and alert:

How the Church decided on which books to include in the Bible.(the following are edited excerpts from John MacArthur)

Two basic tests were used to determine whether a book belonged in the Old Testament canon.

1) Was it inspired by God, written by a prophet or someone with the gift of prophecy?

2) Was it accepted, preserved, and read by God’s people, the Israelites?
The Old Testament canon was closed (last book written and chosen) around 425 B.C. with the prophecy of Malachi. There was no question which books were inspired by God. In the first place, the writers claimed to be inspired and when the people of God checked their writings, they found no errors. They fit history, geography, theology-everything they knew that would have a bearing on determining inspiration.

Jewish tradition holds that the final compilers of the Old Testament canon were part of the Great Synagogue. This was a school of scribes founded by Ezra after the Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. There were many attempts to add to the scriptures back then, just as there are today. Efforts were made to add some fourteen non-canonical books to the Old Testament. This collection, called the Apocrypha, included 1 and 2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, The Best of Esther, The Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, (with the epistle of Jeremiah), The Song of the Three Holy Children, The History of Susanna, Bell and the Dragon, The Prayer of Manasses, and 1 and 2 Maccabees.

The apocryphal books were not allowed into the Old Testament canon by the Jews. Because:
1) They were written long after the canon was completed, (about 400 B.C.) and lacked the prophetic quality to stamp them as inspired scripture.

2) None of the apocryphal writers claim divine inspiration, and some openly disclaim it.

3) Apocryphal books contain errors of fact and teach questionable ethics and doctrines. For example, apocryphal writings justify suicide and assassination and also teach praying for the dead.

How the New Testament Books Were Chosen.
The Church tested writings to determine:
1) Was the book authored by an apostle or someone closely associated with an apostle? The key question was the book’s inspiration. To be inspired it had to be written by an apostle, someone who had walked and talked with the Lord or someone who had been a close companion of an apostle. For example, Mark was not an apostle, but he was a close associate of Peter. Jesus had promised the apostles the power to write inspired scripture when He told them in the Upper Room: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you” ( John 14:26). The key test of scripture was apostolic authority.
2) Content. Did the writing square with apostolic doctrine? In the early Church, heretics such as the Gnostics tried to slip in a phony book. Doctrinal aberrations were too easy to spot.
3) Was the book read and used in the churches? Did the people of God accept it, read it during worship, and make its teachings part of daily living?
4) Was the book recognized and used by the next generations after the early church, especially by the apostolic fathers? Church leaders, such as Polycarp, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Origen, Eusebius, Athanasius, Jerome, and Augustine, used and approved the apostolic writings. It is important to note that the church leaders did not force certain books on the Church. No one man or group of men made a certain book scripture. God determined the scripture; man discovered it through long and steady usage. The New Testament finally emerged through the combined conviction of church leaders and church members working in harmony and guided by the Holy Spirit.

Also a group of apocryphal New Testament books sprang up. These included the Epistle of Barnabus, the Apocalypse of Peter, the Gospel of Nicodemus, and the Shepherd of Hermas. There were also “Gospels” of Andrew, Bartholomew, Thomas and Phillip. All these failed to make the final New Testament Scripture because they failed one or more of the key tests of authenticity.
New Testament scripture determination and collection of genuine and inspired books continued slowly and gradually. No church council ever decreed an “official” New Testament scripture. But several councils did recognize the consensus of the people and the existence of scriptural books. By the end of the fourth century the collection was complete. The New Testament was closed.

The writers of scripture spoke with special conviction and authority that could come only from God. They did not use phrases like, “I think I am right” or You probably won’t agree with me, but…” Instead they said again and again in different ways: “Thus says the Lord” and “God has put His words in my mouth.” They did not guess their writings were inspired; they knew it.

The Bible includes 66 books that have been determined to be the infallible rule of faith and practice for the Church for all time. After the fourth century, people have attempted to add to the Bible. They argued that God had continued to act and speak since those first centuries through the Holy Spirit. But Revelation 22:18 clearly states: “ For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written of this book.” Some may say this warning applies only to the book of Revelation, not the entire Bible. However, one must realize that the Book of Revelation is the last book of the Bible. By its very nature, content, and by choice of those who determined the New Testament. If you add to Revelation, you add to the Bible, and put yourself in danger of the curse in Revelation 22:18.

God has put His own stamp of authority on scripture. The Church discovered God’s Word under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. To abandon, or even downplay in the slightest way, the uniqueness of the Bible as the only truly inspired Word of God is to invite a spiritual free-for-all.

Does the Bible attempt to prove or argue the existence of God? The existence of God was a fact taken for granted by the writers of the Bible.

Are believers commanded to study the Bible? Yes! The Bible says, “ Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” II Tim 2:15

As you study the Bible you will discover that it just does not contain the word of God. It is the Word of God. You must keep in mind that the Word of God contains the Words of God, as well as the words of Satan, demons, angels and man—both good and bad. God is truth and cannot lie. Satan is a liar and the father of it. Man is natural and therefore is limited, not always able to tell the truth. As you study the Bible ask yourself these questions:
1) Who is speaking—God, demon, angel or man?

2) To whom is he speaking—to the nation of Israel, to the Gentiles, to the Church, to men in general or to some individual man or being?

3) How can this scripture be applied to my own life to make me a better Christian?

How is God’s personality shown to the world? By what He does.
· God loves - God so loved the world.. John 3:16
· God hates - These six things the Lord hates...Prov 6:16
· God cares - He cares for you..I Peter 5:7 
· God grieves - He was grieved in his heart...Genesis 6:6 
How does the Bible describe God? There are four definitions of God in the Bible. Since God cannot be defined they are incomplete. However, they help us to better grasp the nature of God. They are:

· God is love - I John 4:8 
· God is light - I John 1:5 
· God is a consuming fire - Hebrews 12:29 
· God is Spirit - John 4:24 
The attributes of God reveal His nature. Such as:

· Life - John 5:26
· All Knowledge - Psalm 147:5
· All Power - Revelation 19:6
· Filling the universe with His presence - Psalm 139:7-10
God is everywhere present, but He is not in everything. If God were in everything, man could worship any object and he would be worshipping God. God is a Spirit being. Those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth. 

What is the grace of God? Grace is God’s love and mercy in action. To show mercy in love is grace. God showed mercy in love when He sent His Son Jesus to bear our sins in His own body on the cross. The grace of God:
· saves forever - Romans 8:38-39
· is unconditional. We are not saved on the condition that we “hold out till the end” or, that we “fail not” or that we “do our best”. We are saved by God apart from works. - Ephesians 2:8-10
· is sufficient - II Corinthians 12:9
· makes no discrimination - Rev 22:17
· justifies - Romans 3:23-24
· makes every believer an heir - Titus 3:7

· teaches the believer how to live - Titus 2:11-12
The grace of God is nothing less than the unlimited love of God expressed in the gift of His Son Jesus, our Savior. Grace is the undeserved love of God toward sinners.
What is the Trinity of God? The three distinct persons of; Father, Son and Holy Spirit in one God.
· The Father is recognized as God - I Peter 1:2 & John 1:18
· The Son is recognized as God - Hebrews 1:8 & John 1:14
· The Holy Spirit is recognized as God - Acts 5:3-4 
The doctrine of the Trinity is not specifically mentioned in the Old Testament but is rather implied. “Then God said, Let Us make man…” Genesis 1:26 In the New Testament the doctrine of the Trinity is revealed in Matthew 3:16-17. The Bible shows Christ baptized in the water, the Father speaking from heaven, and the Holy Spirit descending as a dove. Also, believers are commanded to baptize in the ‘name (not names) of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Matthew 28:19
Even the creation implies the doctrine of the Trinity. In creation exists space, matter and time. There is length, width, and height in one space. Energy, motion and phenomenon exist in one substance. Time has the past, present and future in one time. Man has a body, soul, and spirit. In the Holy Trinity the Father, Son and Holy Spirit exist as one God. Source: Christian Life New Testament.
What does the Bible have to say about Jesus of Nazareth? The Bible presents Jesus as God’s remedy to save fallen mankind. The Old Testament promises a Savior and shows man is incapable of keeping God’s standards for holiness and righteousness. The New Testament describes Christ coming as the Messiah for His people, the nation of Israel, who reject Him and kill Jesus because He claimed to be the Son of God. It also shows how God used the death of His Son Jesus to make atonement for the sins of mankind so that those who believe in the Son will reap eternal life and those who reject Him will be cast into the eternal Lake of Fire.

The Bible confirms:

· The deity of Jesus Christ - John 1:1
· The humanity of Jesus Christ - Romans 1:3-4 
· The virgin birth of Jesus Christ - Luke 1:26-36
· The death of Jesus Christ - Philippians 2:8
· The resurrection of Jesus Christ - Matthew 28:1-20
· The ascension and second coming of Jesus Christ-Acts 1:9-11
God is the same yesterday, today and forever. He loves you and will never forsake you. Each genuine believer has been given the Holy Spirit as the guarantee of the eternal life with God. On earth believers are to walk by faith in Jesus and do the works that He set for them before the foundation of the world was established. We love God by obeying Him. By doing His Word. His grace allows believers to obey everything that God commands New Testament believers to do. All of us should be studying His Word to know God and to please Him in all that we do.

If you do not know God, make Today the Day of your salvation. Humble yourself before God and pray: 
Dear Father in Heaven, I acknowledge You as the One True God and place my trust in Your Son Jesus Christ for my salvation. I believe that the Father raised Jesus from the dead and that Jesus is coming back.  Forgive me my sins and cleanse me from all unrighteousness. Thank you for Thy salvation and forgiveness. I yield to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and Your Word. In Jesus Name, I pray. Amen.
Read the Bible daily, listen and pray, attend a Bible-believing church, avoid sin and bad company.



        
 Stan & Sandy Wieber
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