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Hello! Praise the Lord, for He is Good. His mercies are new every morning. You might consider saying this phrase before you get out of bed in the morning. It will improve your attitude and outlook for the day. God’s Word is powerful and effective. We must learn to use His Word more than ours, in all of our daily activities. For we are His possession and He has the right to convey His Word through us, to reach a lost world. More importantly, He has the right to use our vessels to demonstrate His Word before an unbelieving, adulterous generation. Our job is to trust and obey Jesus completely. The indwelling Holy Spirit empowers us to live by faith in Jesus and to obey His Word, rather than to indulge in our fleshly ways. Let us all be diligent to love the Lord our God with all of our heart, with all of our mind, with all of our strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.

Perhaps you may have become tired or weary in your daily walk with Jesus. The burdens of life, the struggle of our fleshly ways against our spirit man, the schemes of our enemy, and the distractions of this world combine to try to overwhelm us. No man is an island. In this great struggle, every believer has the final Conqueror (Jesus Christ) living within themselves. Also, they have the covering and fellowship of the Church made spotless by the Lamb of God, plus the presence of holy angels, who minister on God’s behalf. 

If you look at what is against you each day, and then consider what you have at your disposal to handle any situation, all believers have the odds stacked in their favor. The problem we have is that: Most believers don’t know who they are in Christ Jesus. That is, they are not defeated. Rather they are dead in Christ and overcomers through Him and His finished work on the Cross of Calvary; Also, many have let their fear of God and the faith of Jesus Christ erode in their life. They have chosen not to feed their spiritual man and have indulged in going their own way.

One cannot serve two Masters. It is self-deceptive and dangerous to trust in yourself rather than to submit completely to the will and protection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Doing good and having a good feeling are not the way to measure one’s walk with Jesus. Rather, loving God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and loving your neighbor, is what is required. Such a standard can only be reached by acknowledging one’s total inability to know and to obey God. And, by surrendering one’s name, reputation, family, job, possessions and future, to the Lordship of Jesus. The latter is a work wrought in us by the Holy Spirit over a lifetime of faith in Jesus and obedience to His Word.

In understanding what God did to save us, we learn that He did it all by His grace and His gift of faith. Over time we see that even our response to His grace and faith, was wrought by the Holy Spirit. As a result, we can confidently and accurately say that God saved us, and He is keeping us preserved in Christ all the way to our final redemption and reunion with our Creator. Most believers have not yet come to this truth. This is due to not diligently studying the Word and rightly dividing the Word, or due to giving in to ungodly distractions. Both bring on self-deception and ungodly behavior that ruin the believer’s salvation testimony to unbelievers. Unbelievers look to see if there is any beneficial reason to change, in favor of Jesus. And many times they see the believer doing what they think is right in their own eyes rather than obeying their Master. We can become more Christ-like if we don’t trust in ourselves but rather trust God.
It is good that God forgives and forgets our sins. We should do the same when wronged by others. Keeping a record of wrongs done by others ruins relationships. Most people can see in another’s eyes if unforgiveness, resentment, anger or bitterness is held against them. Since we cannot consistently hide how we are on the inside, why should we ignore God’s admonition to forgive in order to be forgiven?

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. The grace of Christ overpowers us and our sins to keep our relationships as clean and fresh as springtime. Even past hurts, pains and rejections will lose their sting as they get absorbed by the Blood of the Lamb. We must cast all cares upon Him and give way to wrath. 

When we think about our salvation, it is normal to think that it made us heaven-bound. It is true that salvation makes us justified before a Holy God and destined to be with Him in heaven. Perhaps another major benefit of salvation is that it removes the wrath of God from us. For the wrath of God is upon all mankind who have not believed in the atoning death of Jesus Christ. Also, salvation makes us a co-heir with Jesus and our final destiny is to be with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the New Jerusalem on the new earth where all things are new. Yes, we will be joined there by other believers and God’s holy angels, to rule and reign with Him in eternity.

Thank God that He is love. He is Wisdom. He is Truth. And His Word (the Bible) is our trustworthy manual for everyday living. If we want to love Jesus, it says that we must obey His commands. If we want to get Wisdom, the Bible says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom. If we seek Truth, the Bible says that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Truth is a person. Love is a person. Wisdom is a person. Altogether, Jesus embodies all of these attributes. Hence, in Him we live and move and have our being.

True believers in Christ experience suffering, persecution and affliction for the sake of Jesus name. Such things naturally come across our path as we follow Jesus and obey His Word. After some time in walking with Jesus, we will be able to say with humble confidence, that to live is Christ and to die is gain. We are victors in both realms and can rejoice always even in despair and failure. Yes, even when believers give in to sin, they remain preserved by the Holy Spirit, for eternal life with Jesus. However, the indwelling Holy Spirit will continue to bring conviction of sin to a believer’s consciousness until repentance from sin has completed its work.

Conviction of sin, godly sorrow and repentance, represent precious means of deliverance and refreshment for believers. While they cause us stressful and painful reminders of our old sinful nature, God uses conviction, godly sorrow and repentance to lead us back to Him and His rest. Praise God that the salvation which He wrought in us is sure and that He has given us the pathway (conviction, godly sorrow, and repentance) to keep us right with Him. Let us not be deceived into thinking that somehow we will lose our salvation that only He could provide. He already has established a remedy (conviction/repentance) for sin that believers succumb to, on their way to eternity. Some may physically die due to sin, yet live in eternity

Now is the time for each believer to bear in with the Lord. That is: to seek Him with all your heart, to know Him and His Ways; to study His Word and do it with all your might; to love the brethren; to love your enemies; to know and to do all the works that the Lord has set out for each of us before the foundation of the world was established. 

This urgency has not changed since the beginning of the Church. God operates in and out of time as we know it. It is important that believers accept God’s perspective on things. His ways and His mind are mentioned throughout the Bible. The Holy Spirit is always ready and willing to reveal God’s truths. Most of the time, God waits for us to obey Him on what He has already revealed rather than to entrust more truth upon us.

Being confident of God’s love and protection in the uncertainties that lie ahead is of great value. Do we really need to know everything when we know the Person who knows all things? As someone said, “Keep the Main Thing (Jesus Christ) the main thing in your life.”

A meek and humble spirit is a great value to the Lord. When we operate in this mode, we are listening to God and sincerely attempt to obey Him. Obedient believers move away from a self-trusting or man-centered trust, to one that places complete dependence in Jesus Christ, as they go forth in life. Such a living path provides the greatest freedom one can experience in life. Yet, this same path is likely marked with pain, suffering, persecution, sacrifice, failure, misunderstanding and rejection. How can freedom exist with such negative experiences? Look in the Gospels to learn how Jesus lived in complete freedom among an unbelieving society.

Complete freedom is knowing Jesus. If we have Jesus, “front and center” in our lives, we experience love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, goodness, self-control, etc. in our daily walk. Jesus came to set the captives free. Before we were saved, we were slaves to Satan. He kept us bound in sin, fear and self-indulgence that never fully satisfied. We did not know nor have true peace or rest. Satan deceived us into thinking that freedom meant that we could do our own thing whenever we want to. That brand of freedom always leads to destruction and death.

Salvation made us (believers) new creatures. Our old self died with Jesus and we were raised a new person by the Father. The Blood of Jesus covers us with the righteousness of God by faith. Believers are fully right and holy before a Holy God who justified them. Believers cannot become more holy or meritorious than what they were made on the day of their salvation. Having the indwelling Holy Spirit empowers them to transform their minds and bodies to become more Christ-like on earth. And obedience to God enables believers to do His works, to be light and salt on earth, and to reap subsequent rewards in eternity for their obedience to God.

Every day believers have opportunity to make a difference on earth for advancing the Kingdom of God. Believers can:
· Receive and give God’s love.

· Overcome evil with good. Giving way to wrath instead of condemning others or taking revenge on others.

· Speak blessings and life into the lives of others rather than curses, gossip and slander.

· Listen and comfort people in need rather than ignore pain and suffering in others.

· Acknowledge personal sin and seek forgiveness from others.

· Work wholeheartedly in their jobs or in their tasks at home without complaining or murmuring.

· Teach and disciple one’s children, friends or acquaintances about the love of God and help others to memorize scripture.

· Visit the sick, imprisoned, or shut-ins to comfort and encourage the downtrodden, despairing, or depressed.

· Provide for the spiritual or physical needs of people whom the Holy Spirit has assigned for your giving.

· Pray unceasingly for all those people, organizations and things which the Holy Spirit brings to your mind.

· Renew your mind with the Word of God, replacing your thoughts and ways, with His.
Know that all these items represent how Jesus operates in our everyday lives. He is Able. His grace is sufficient for each believer to follow Him in faith completely.

Most believers may be fearful or discouraged when confronted with God’s standards for everyday living. God knows our hearts. We can come to Him and admit our unwillingness to change or to do His Will. He will be gentle and gracious to us as we are honest and sincere. Admitting helplessness to obey Him and asking Him to give us right desires and a willing heart to obey Him is a good step.

We have an enemy who seeks to steal, kill and destroy in our lives. He will try to:
· Make us self-righteous and legalistic in obeying God.

· Pour false guilt and condemnation on us when we fail.

· Put fear of men on us as we seek to help others.

· Distract us from God’s priorities, with good excuses.

· Present evil to us in attractive packages.

· Keep us too busy to seek God’s peace and rest.

· Have us depend more on others to teach us God’s Word than to diligently study the Word yourself.
· Make us hypocrites living separate spiritual and secular lives.

· Treat others with partiality rather than how we would like to be treated.

· Convince us that it’s impossible to live Christ-like and, that our own standards of righteousness are acceptable.

· Keep us from teaching our children the Word of God and from instilling discipline and self-control in their lives.

· Have us treat fellow sincere believers, with whom we have disagreements on faith issues, as our enemies.

· Cause us to think that Satan and his demons are not actively causing havoc, wars, corruption, false religions, immorality, etc. in our lives, communities and nations.

· Keep us from raising up righteous leaders and actively helping them when seeking public or private positions.

· Cause us to be offended by our spouse or children, which leads to divorce or estranged family relationships.

· Make us dull-minded to the Holy Spirit’s voice or cold-hearted in our relationships.

· Deceive us into thinking that we can lose our salvation wrought by God’s divine power and that we must practice works to keep our salvation intact throughout our lives to gain eternal life with Jesus.

Much more are the tactics of our enemy than described above. Yet, our focus must remain on Jesus and on His finished work on the Cross. Knowing and obeying Jesus will enable believers to avoid or to overcome sin in their lives. Consistent faithful obedience to Jesus will make us more like Him over the period of our lifetime. Jesus does not require of us anything that we cannot do through Him. 

When the Bible tells us to comfort or to encourage us with certain scripture, we should do so. The Bible describes our future home in the New Jerusalem on the new earth. Scripture tells us about the coming of our Lord Jesus and our being caught up in the clouds with Him to be with Him forever. The Bible even has prayers which Jesus offered up to the Father on behalf of present-day and future believers. Memorize some of these verses to use when confronted with discouragement or with false teachings.

Fellowship with believers who are actively practicing their faith is of great benefit. There is godly wisdom, truth, and living experiences of others that can help us avoid snares or to practice righteous living. We can learn to rejoice in the midst of hardship, affliction or despair. Others can show us how to apply the love of Christ while avoiding the temptation of pride or self-righteousness.

The Christian way is both the only way and is the best way. It is the best way because it is founded and centered on the Prince of Life who created us and everything else. Believers have the honor and privilege of experiencing the same grace, peace and rest of God on earth that exists in eternity. We are a peculiar group of pilgrims passing through this life, with an indwelling God who has prepared a place for His people. This place has streets of gold, gates of pearl, walls of precious stones, light from God, with jobs of ruling and reigning with Him forever.

Think About Your Inheritance!
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