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Hello! Believers in the Lord Jesus may wonder about what is God’s agenda for today, for them, their families, their community, the United States of America and, the world as a whole. The bible says that; ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.’ (Hebrews 13:8) So God’s agenda can be found in the way He treated the Israelites, new testament believers, unbelievers, and the nations on earth. Let us review some of what the Bible says about God’s agenda.

God’s Agenda for Today. The bible consistently says that God does not want anyone to perish but that all would come to the saving grace provided through the redemption paid by Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary. (Refer to John 3:16-18) He is pleading through His people (believers) to unbelievers to flee the wrath of God and be reconciled to the Father through the atoning blood of Jesus. God has provided the free gift of faith in Jesus for people to place their trust in the finished work of Jesus on the cross. In doing so, new converts receive the free gift of salvation through Jesus. Also, they receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who is the guarantee (refer to Ephesians 1:13) of their eternal inheritance with the Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, heavenly angels and fellow believers (saints).

God is also advancing His Kingdom on earth. The bible says that the Kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. (Refer to Romans 14:17) This is a powerful unseen kingdom that indwells believers and overcomes the principalities, powers, rulerships of darkness including those in high places. (Refer to Ephesians 6:10-18) This Kingdom acknowledges Jesus Christ as Lord and the defeat of Satan and all his forces at the cross. God plans to replace all the forces of darkness on earth with His Kingdom. His primary means is for believers to operate in the faith and spirit of Jesus Christ and to use His Word (the Bible) to set the captives free and to proclaim the liberty found in the gospel of Jesus Christ. By faith, God’s people walk in His truth, wisdom, love, mercy and grace to promote righteous living and worship to the One true God, rather than living according to one’s fleshly ways or according to the world’s (Satan’s) ways.

Today is also the time that God is preparing His Church to be holy, spotless and blameless before Him. (Refer to Ephesians 5:25-27) Many believers have already died and are with Him in heaven. Those believers still living have opportunity to obey God’s Word and to faithfully serve Him wholeheartedly each day. In doing so, God is glorified, His Kingdom on earth advances, the strongholds of the enemy are destroyed and new converts take up their cross to follow Jesus. The believers who are living at the time that Jesus returns in the air will be caught up and gathered together with Him. 
(Refer to I Thessalonians 4:15-18)

During the period of tribulation on earth, new believers face the likely prospect of death for their faithfulness to Jesus Christ. After the great white throne judgment and the establishment of the new heaven and new earth, believers who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life will be dwelling in the new Jerusalem with God forevermore. What a wonderful ending for fallen mankind who couldn’t do anything to save themselves or to be reconciled to their Creator. The love of God is truly beyond our comprehension. By grace through faith we believe and gain eternal life.                      

God’s Agenda for Believers. Believers are to trust and obey Jesus all the time, regardless of the cost. Complete faithfulness is God’s standard and is made possible through His grace and the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. Rather than doing something to please God, believers are to study His Word (the Bible) to present themselves diligent workers approved to God. (Refer to II Timothy 2:15) They are to live in the spirit by faith and obedience in the Lord Jesus. 

Believer’s are to deny themselves each day and take up their cross to follow Jesus. They are to abide in Christ and learn His Word and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit. God’s peace which transcends all understanding will guard the believer’s heart and mind. The everyday work routine of a believer becomes a significant act of faith and obedience in this process of abiding in Jesus moment by moment.
Rightly dividing the Word of Truth (the Bible) is a priority of the believer’s everyday life. It is a process that stops at the last breath. Abiding and learning in Jesus is a wonderful, precious experience that God’s grace enables each believer to enjoy. At times, believers undergo ‘times in the wilderness’ which expose fleshly habits and attitudes that are to be discarded in favor of God’s ways. Greater faith in Jesus and increased trust in His Word comes as the believer submits unto the Lord’s chastening.

Fellowship with other believers is important for several reasons. A primary one is to strengthen and encourage the Body of Christ to function as one in the Lord.  Another is to worship God in spirit and in truth. Others include: carrying on the business of the Kingdom; teaching correct faith doctrine; praying and fasting as the Lord leads; serving as a place of refuge; raising up righteous leaders to carry on the faith of Jesus to the ends of the earth; exposing error and false doctrines and to correct and rebuke; and, keeping the Sabbath rest and focusing on Jesus.  

God’s Agenda for Families. As God’s little church, the family is designed to raise up children of faith and obedience to Jesus. Believing parents are to demonstrate faithfulness and righteous living to set godly examples. By showing their weaknesses and vulnerabilities in their daily lives, parents teach their children how to overcome problems through the faith and power of Jesus Christ. Lessons in God’s truth, conviction, repentance and deliverance learned from the parents lives makes life’s challenges worth living. Even pain, suffering, death won’t take away the hope that is in Christ Jesus. Children of believers should have inner confidence on the basis of their experience growing up in a godly household to handle life’s challenges. As their fathers teach them about Jesus and His Word and live for Christ, children will understand how their Heavenly Father loves them, chastises and protects them in life. As a result, God and eternal life become believable.                     

God’s Agenda for Communities. Communities are places for believers to demonstrate their faith and obedience in Jesus outside their families. When men and women of faith live and work unto the Lord, (refer to I Thessalonians 4:11-12) God’s ways become contagious among unbelievers. People begin to understand the unseen realm of God. When they see believers experiencing trials, pain, rejection and other hardships, while persevering in love, joy and peace, the reality of a loving God sets in for the unbeliever.

Communities are places where God uses His people to reach out to the needy, the widow, the orphan, the troubled, in order to show His love, power and provision. Believers are to bless and not curse. To overcome evil with good. When wrongfully or slanderously treated, believers are to bless and to trust God for the outcome rather than going by their own strength to change things. 

(Refer to Romans 12:9-21)

Believing employees effectively witness their faith by their attitude and behavior in the workplace. Wholeheartedness in their work, patience and perseverance in difficulties, and compassion to others can soften unbelievers hearts to the saving grace of Jesus Christ. Owners and managers who profess faith in Jesus have enormous opportunities to influence many in the ways of God. (Refer to Ephesians 6:5-9) By paying their employees a fair wage, treating them with respect and dignity, showing compassion to them and their families and operating their business according to biblical standards, God’s ways will be quite clear in contrast to worldly ways. Sometimes a godly venture is allowed to fail in order to show unbelievers how God’s people handle overwhelming circumstances. Not all failures are a picture of godly example, but the few that are, will become imbedded in the hearts of all who observe them.

God’s Agenda for the United States of America. In reading our nation’s founding documents such as the Mayflower Compact, the Jamestown declarations, the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution, it is evident that our country was dedicated to God and to further advance His Kingdom on earth. Because of this early dedication, our country faced serious challenges to its existence. The issue of slavery was a matter that was postponed by the founding fathers. Yet, the day of reckoning came with such full force that it literally divided the nation. Only by the grace of God working through such men as Abraham Lincoln did the United States survive to experience future challenges.

God provided abundant blessings and resources for our country to rise above other nations. The United States continues to be the primary destination of refugees from across the world. Up until recently, it has provided the major share of missionaries and assistance to other countries. The structure of our government has been a model to developing nations. Despite our nation’s shortcomings, most of the world still looks to the United States for leadership and help in time of need.

God’s Agenda for World as a whole. God made the various nations so that they would seek Him and find Him. (Refer to Acts 17:26-28) He created the world for mankind to live and to take dominion over all creatures. The world initially was designed by God for man to live forever in holy fellowship with Him. It was a place of beauty, peace, joy, fulfillment, creativity and harmony with God and man.
Believers are called by God to conquer and occupy till Jesus comes back. (Refer to Romans 8:12-39) God’s people represent an army of souls bought by the blood of Jesus to glorify Him through faith and obedience to His Word. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, believers go about their business each day knowing it could be their last day. Since they have already gained their inheritance by God’s saving grace, believers trust God to help them in every situation.            

God’s ways and wisdom are foolishness to unbelievers. He confounds the wisdom of this world through the works of faith of His people. God shows that nations are but a drop in the bucket. That they are nothing, like the dust of the earth. (Refer to Isaiah 40:15-17) The bible shows that all authority and power comes from God. That He sets up all those in authority. He uses the unbelieving leader to carry out His good pleasure. Whether it is for bringing judgment or for upholding truth, justice and righteousness.

Jesus came as the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world. He accomplished this already for all mankind. Yet, each person has to receive the gift of faith and salvation in Jesus and place their trust in Him, in order to be cleansed of their sins and to be reestablished in a relationship with God. The Holy Spirit is the only one who changes the hearts of people. All people of the world have opportunity to acknowledge the one and only true God. Even if they never heard about Jesus and His gospel. Everyone is without excuse before God in this matter. God’s creation clearly shows His work and design.

All nations face God’s judgment. God uses the forces of darkness to chastise nations. Those who choose to continue going in their own ways, face total destruction. Many will be remembered no more. What abides is Jesus, His Word, His people and the works done in faith and obedience to God.  Based upon how God has treated rebellion and wickedness in the bible, it seems like America’s sins are far worse and broader in scope than the sins of Sodom and Gomorra. (Refer to Luke 17:20-37, II Peter 2:1-22, Jude 5-25 and Amos 4:1-13)

If this is true, than only God’s grace, mercy and sovereignty are keeping the United States from total destruction. Praise God for His patience. Let us be mindful of this each day. Perhaps knowing that our nation deserves destruction may cause us to more fully abide in Jesus. And, to diligently plead with unbelievers to be reconciled to God. May His mercy continue and our faith and obedience in Jesus be more consistent. In Jesus Name. Amen.

Remember, believers were sinners saved by the grace of God. They still sin. Sinful behavior should become less and less as believers abide in Jesus. When they sin, believers sense something wrong in their relationship to God. The Holy Spirit brings them to truth, conviction and repentance. They confess their sins to the Lord, are forgiven and cleansed. Then they go back to the business of the Lord, walking by faith, obeying His Word, loving others and giving God all the praise, honor and glory.

Let us deny ourselves and take up our cross each day. It is the path of truth and righteousness. We will experience the presence and power of God as we faithfully abide in Him and obey His Word in the Bible. Also, keep up your daily praying. God hears and responses to His people. Even so, come Lord Jesus, come.
May the Lord Jesus bless and encourage you to trust Him completely in everything you do.

Stan & Sandy Wieber
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