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Hello! Greetings to you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are nearer to the Day of His Coming than we were yesterday or this past year. So let us all be watchful and to pray. There are many around us who still don’t have a saving relationship with Jesus. Perhaps you are the one chosen by God to reach a co-worker, friend, or neighbor with the Good News of Jesus Christ and His Salvation.

Now if you begin to get uncomfortable with this assignment, know that the Holy Spirit always goes ahead of us to soften the heart so it can hear and believe the Gospel. Our job as believers is to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. We likely may have to ask the unbeliever if they know that the wrath of God is against them. Then proceed to ask them what they have done to avoid the wrath of God. If they don’t know what the wrath of God is, we must explain it to them. If they have done nothing to avoid God’s wrath, we need to explain that Jesus has atoned for their sins. Yet, they need to believe on the finished work of Jesus and to place their complete trust in Jesus to gain eternal life.

If all of this concern for the lost is something that you would prefer to avoid, remember that God used someone like you to bring His message of salvation to you in time past. Think about the utter terror of facing the wrath of God, if someone had not obeyed God to bring His Good News to you. Eternal damnation in the Lake of Fire is not something we would wish for our worse human enemy. Yet, we seem complacent to even consider the spiritual condition of people whom we come into contact with each day.

We must purpose in our hearts before our God, to do whatever He asks us to do, knowing that reaching the Lost is a big priority with Him. Believers agree that no person should incur the wrath of God. Too frequently, we personally do nothing to confront those within our circle of contacts, with their need for a saving God. Such negligence can torment us with guilt and  sear our conscience. Furthermore, each of us will have to give account to Jesus as to whether we obeyed Him when the Holy Spirit prompted us to witness on His behalf. And, He likely won’t accept the excuse that our silent witness, though important, was the better substitute for personally talking with people about their spiritual condition. God gives us everything we need to obey Him. Again, where would you be if someone had not obeyed the leading of the Holy Spirit?

All of us like to receive the blessings of the Lord and to give Him thanks.  Yet, the Bible calls each of us to deny ourselves and follow Him. We know that sufferings and trials and even persecutions for Christ’s sake, face each believer. Yet, how much of these things for Christ’s sake are we experiencing? Has the love of the world and for things, overcome our desire to please God? Have we allowed the concerns of our spouses, children, employers, friends, or church to supersede the priorities of God? 

Now is the time to ‘take stock of our obedience to Christ’ rather than later. If we wait, the risk is high that our flesh, the world and our enemy will convince us to stay on the path of least resistance.  The lasting spiritual stakes are enormous. Not only do we risk the opportunities to save the Lost, but we also risk a big erosion of our living faith and vitality in Jesus on earth. Every faithful believer comes to a reckoning with God on these matters and chooses to obey Him regardless of the cost. They acknowledge that they are simply Pilgrims on this earth and that what is true and lasting always comes from God and His Word. Our peace of mind and joy, depend on our response to His commands.

God is beckoning each of His people to draw near to Him so He can come ‘sup’ with us. There is always more to experience as we seek intimacy with our Creator. Only He can satisfy the longing of our souls. Jesus is the One who first determined how best we could follow Him on this earth. True fulfillment comes when we fully surrender to Him and His plan for our lives. We are deceived when we think that we can please God by doing it our way, going by our own strength instead of asking for divine power to consistently obey, through the working of the Holy Spirit.

Now is the time to determine if you and I are walking by faith. The Bible says that anything that does not come by faith is sin. To be carnally minded is enmity against God. We cannot please God and Mammon. When reading the Bible, the sins committed by the Israelites against God are evident. Yet, in today’s world we lie, covet, lust after, deceive, and idolize so often, that we become hardened to the conviction of the Holy Spirit. Worse, we deceive ourselves in this process, thinking that our relationship with God is flourishing with our limited or delayed obedience. When in reality, we continually grieve the Holy Spirit’s work in us to make us Christ-like and to carry-out the Kingdom Agenda on earth.

Believers who read this, may sense that they fall short of the fullness that Christ has for us. If so, they are in the company of many great men and women of God who have gone before us. The process of becoming Christ-like involves much practice and failure. Yet, the Bible says Believers are hidden in Christ Jesus. We are the property of God, slaves to righteousness, empowered through His Spirit, to do His Will and to bring glory to Him. It is no longer believers who live, but Christ living in them. Hence, we can depend on God to bring about His workmanship in us. Our job is to know and to obey God and His Word in a continuous faith-building relationship.

Make sure you have included daily quiet time with God in your schedule. Beware of becoming legalistic in your spiritual life. Believers quiet themselves, read and think about Bible verses and their application to their daily life.  They follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in prayer,  and allow time for silence to listen to God. They experience greater peace of mind, joy and confidence to face whatever comes their way each day. It is God who truly wishes to come with us wherever we go, doing whatever we do, making whatever decisions are required, working side by side with us in a dynamic faith relationship. 

We should expect God’s Wisdom, Knowledge and Understanding to overtake us in all that we think or do. The Bible says that Believers are His new creation. True Believers have the same relationship with God as they will have in eternity except they won’t need faith since they will see God face to face, and they will have glorified bodies like Jesus has. Most Believers just don’t know and use the full capacity that God has given them to function effectively on earth. They either pick and choose what they want out of God’s operation manual (The Bible) or they choose to ignore reading and absorbing God’s Word. Some even turn over individual responsibility for knowing God’s Word, to others like their Pastor, Elder or Friend. Such behavior is dangerous for Believers. The result is a functionally illiterate and  ineffective faith relationship with God.

The life we live is the life of Christ in us. We can do no better. Such a life yields much peace, joy and happiness in the midst of difficult struggles and despair. Believers will not regret such a life with Christ either here or in the hereafter. The benefits are out of this world and the cost is our very life. Unless we are willing to lose our lives we cannot expect to gain eternal life with Jesus. 

We truly need the presence and power of God to sustain us each day. Also, Believers need to be in a thriving relationship with other Believers who expect God to be with them and to go before them each day. Just like bad company corrupts good character, ‘token’ Believers corrupt serious Believers who wish to know and to obey God in all that He has for them. Take stock of your Christian friends to see if they are really helping you to become more Christ-like or to become more worldly. Spend more time with those who show by their actions that they are serious about their faith in Christ.

Some things that we can work on for the coming year may include: 

· A steadfast focus on Christ’s finished work on the cross;

· Maintaining a ‘big picture’ perspective of what has lasting importance instead of temporary, in our daily activities;

· Avoiding the temptation of judging others when we need to give way to God and His ways; 

· Trusting God to change us even though we may be content with our ways and; 

· Expecting Him to set before us divine appointments that will advance His purposes, including saving someone headed toward the Lake of Fire.

If you seek to lead others to Christ, the following questions may be helpful to assess their condition:

· Do you know that the wrath of God is against you?

· What have you done to eliminate or avoid God’s wrath?

· Do you understand what is the finished work of Jesus?

· Would you like to place your trust in Jesus right now?

Here is a sample prayer:

Heavenly Father, I confess with my mouth the Lord Jesus and believe that You raised Jesus from the dead. I believe in the atoning sacrifice that Jesus made for me on the cross, and place my trust in Him to save me, to seal me with the Holy Spirit and to empower me to live this life on earth for Him. I thank you for Thy Salvation and ask for Your help to grow in the knowledge and admonition of the Lord, to Your glory. In the Name of Jesus Christ Your Son, I pray. Amen.

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin.      ( Romans 6:3-7 )

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.       ( Romans 6:8-11 )

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.       
( Romans 6:12-14 )

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.      ( Romans 6: 15-23 )

Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives? For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man. Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another— to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to death. But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.       ( Romans 7:1-6 )

For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.   Romans 7:14-20 

I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. (Romans 7:21-25)

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.    
( Romans 8:1-4 )

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.      ( Romans 8:5-11 )

God has given you His power to obey Him!




                                                             Stan & Sandy Wieber
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