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Hello! Here we are in February, 2007. Some would say that time is winding down, the earth is growing old like a garment, and eternity is just around the corner. It’s a good thing that time is a temporary or passing condition of our eternal lives. Only those in the eternal Lake of Fire would prefer time, hoping that their torment would have an ending. However, their eternal torment has no end, according to the Bible. 

What a gruesome future lies ahead for those who reject the free gift of salvation from our Lord Jesus Christ. This grim outlook should motivate God’s people to be vigilant in pleading with the lost to be reconciled to God, through His grace and faith in the Lord Jesus. God’s people are called to be an Ambassadors of Reconciliation to the lost in this world. Are you looking for opportunities to visit, write, or call people whom the Holy Spirit has put on your heart? Have you asked God for courage to share your faith with others? Our Lord loves a willing worker in His Harvest.

The Holy Spirit brings salvation to a person. Sometimes He gets the “ball rolling” by placing this lost individual in your mind and heart. Then you begin to remember this person in your prayers. Perhaps this person will begin to recall God’s Word that has already been spoken to him/her. Or, friends and strangers will cross this person’s path to remind him/her about God and His redemptive plan. Maybe this person will begin to read the Bible or attend a church to gain exposure to the gospel of salvation.

Each lost individual is dead in their trespasses. Unable to help themselves to acknowledge their wretched and sinful condition before a holy God. All their prayer requests except a humble cry for salvation, falls to the ground unanswered. The Bible seems to be just a book of stories or myths to the unbeliever’s heart that has not been softened by the Holy Spirit.

Only the Father can draw the lost individual to Jesus Christ. Once this calling is set in motion by God, the Holy Spirit orchestrates the work of believers to prayerfully intercede and to minister salvation to the lost. Simultaneously, the Holy Spirit softens the heart of the lost and creates the conditions where the Word of God becomes real to  them. God’s grace, mercy and faith quicken the unbeliever to understand their sinful condition before a Holy God.

Then they respond to the Holy Spirit’s stirring by humbling themselves and placing their trust in Jesus Christ for redeeming their soul. Repentance from sin and God’s forgiveness and cleansing create a new creature and peace and joy. No one can claim credit or glory in this process of salvation except the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Together, They  have saved another soul from eternal damnation. What a loving and wonderful God we serve. Praise Him forevermore. Note: the above process remains subject to God’s Will and is not always consistent or precise in each person’s salvation.

Believers in Jesus Christ should testify of their own salvation. Our personal testimony helps us and others appreciate the work of the Holy Spirit in our life. The Holy Spirit implements God’s Word. It is a sovereign act of God to predestinate, to elect, to call, to save, to sanctify, to glorify each of His people. Every believer has responded positively to the influence of the Holy Spirit, as God’s grace and faith weave their way into the soul which results in salvation to eternal life. God’s redemptive work will be understood more fully as we abide in Him.

It is important for God’s people to know Him and to seek His face. Unless we know who we are in Christ Jesus, we cannot fully appropriate the authority, power and blessings He has set aside for us in our lives on earth. Its like giving someone a carpenter’s belt and expecting them to know how to use all of the tools, without them first learning the craft of carpentry. That person might be effective in hitting the nails squarely, but may be a disaster in following the blueprints for construction of a building.

Many believers try to “wing it” rather than submit to God’s discipline and preparation. Sometimes a person feels quite confident and self-righteous to proceed without God’s approval or necessary preparation. Usually the result is frustration, lots of doubt, and failure to reach God’s objective. The remedy is to repent of going ahead on one’s strength instead of submitting to the Holy Spirit’s leading. Once a person’s relationship with God is refreshed, the Holy Spirit will handle the process of moving ahead with the Lord.

God favors our submission and complete obedience to Him more than our willingness and strength to do something for Him. The pathway to being an effective Christian is through His faith, our contentment in weakness, and obedience to His Word. We can regularly access God’s mind by studying His Word to show ourselves approved unto God. The more we study and submit to God and His Word, the quicker our minds become transformed to His thoughts and ways. At times, we will sense stagnation in this transformation process. God allows this to occur so we can apply what He has already given us. In doing so, our perseverance will build the necessary character that will allow God to proceed on with His plan for us.

A good sign of progress is when we become more content in waiting on the Lord than in chafing “at the bit” to do something. Silence, waiting, uncertainty, even failure gives way to peace, contentment and greater faith in the Lord. Believers can enjoy great peace and fulfillment in the midst of uncertainty and overwhelming turmoil in their lives. The key ingredient is faith in the Lord and knowledge and obedience to His Word.

It’s time for God’s people to turn back to Him in complete faith and obedience. Christians who insist on relating to God on their own terms will experience a hardening of their hearts and alienation from God and His Word. There is much work to be done for the Kingdom of God in these last days. Those who are willing to deny themselves and take up their cross daily will have their minds renewed and characters changed by God, in preparation for His good works in us.

A humble, contrite and repentant heart is a great asset in the Kingdom of God. A willingness to undergo God’s chastisement allows Him to treat us and to prepare us as sons and daughters of God. No one desires chastisement. Yet it is such a merciful thing that God uses to give us victory over our carnal nature. Don’t ever turn away from God’s pruning work in your character. Unless you submit to God, your fruits of righteousness will be far less than God’s potential which He created for you.

Another sign to look for in yourself, is your willingness to esteem, listen, help, and encourage others. The barriers which believers must overcome include; a self-centered attitude, self-ambition, operating independently, remaining isolated from others, individual performance rather than obeying God and His Word, letting impatience rule rather than patience, showing partiality toward the prominent and successful rather than to the meek and humble. Each of us can do little to overcome our carnal nature. We need to recognize that as new creatures in Christ Jesus, we are His possession. He will direct His refining work in us if we submit, obey and trust in Jesus for the outcome. He sets the standards and timetable of our refinement, not us.

God wants us to enjoy Him. He wants us to cherish His Word. When we always set the Lord before us, He remains at our right hand and we shall not be moved. If God be for us, who can be against us? Our life with Him and with others will become increasingly fulfilling and enjoyable in this process called sanctification (becoming more holy in Christ Jesus).

Walking with Jesus is pleasurable and exciting. He desires to talk with us more than we desire to talk with Him. When we fail (in our eyes), He is ready to comfort and to encourage. God’s refreshment is delayed until we acknowledge our sins and repent. God is our Deliverer. He will cast His light upon our inner faults and strongholds. If we yield to Him and renounce our sinful, carnal ways, He will forgive and cleanse us of all unrighteousness. It is a distinct benefit for a believer to be set free from attitudes, behaviors, habits, etc. that have held one in bondage. Believers must be willing to allow God to ‘burn out’ what hinders their walk with Him. Let go and let God truly reign in your life.

One aspect of a Christian’s walk with Jesus, is taking courage to walk by faith and not by sight. Often, a believer is not given precise direction for every decision. He or she must learn to abide in God and to allow Him to establish God-centered confidence to handle every situation that arises. We can operate effectively in this confidence because God says that He will never leave nor forsake us. And the Holy Spirit lives within us to constantly share the mind of Christ with us.

Taking courage must become a regular part of a believer’s life. Courage is taking the next step, not knowing what is beyond or how to react. God gives each believer enough grace and knowledge to take the next step. We must accept that He will take us beyond. The key ingredient is an abiding relationship with the One Who knows all things. God has prepared each step of our way with Him. We must take courage to obediently go forth in His joy and gladness.
God’s wisdom, knowledge and understanding is always there “for the asking” in each believer’s life. He says that in our getting, get wisdom. And, that we should not doubt that He has given it to us, upon asking. God’s wisdom is pure and not self-seeking. His wisdom is considered foolishness by unbelievers. We must learn what is God’s wisdom and how can we apply it to our daily lives. The same holds true for God’s knowledge and understanding.

Discernment of the spirits helps believers to know what they are facing in the spiritual realm. Without such discernment, believers often deal ineffectively with everyday circumstances. The Prince of this World (Satan) has great power and authority in the lives of people, nature and circumstances. Believers should seek the gift of discernment of spirits. This gift will allow a believer to better understand both the natural and spiritual conditions before they proceed. Its like having a radar device in your car that warns you of a deer ahead before you can see it.

God’s love overcomes all things. It is only love, not faith or hope, that endures forever. Believers can ask God for grace to love Him with all one’s heart, soul, mind and strength. And to love one’s neighbor as oneself. God’s grace is sufficient for life and for everything He wants or commands us to do. The Holy Spirit empowers each believer to serve God wholeheartedly. We can truly love God and our neighbor in the way He commands. After all, we can do all things through Christ Jesus Who strengthens us.

The mind or thought-life of each believer is the primary battleground. It is here that the fight between our carnal and spiritual nature occurs. Also, our mind and thoughts face the onslaught of the enemy’s lies, schemes and deceptions each day. Hence, we must put on the armor of God to do battle. Believers can pray something like this every morning, “ Dear Father, in the Name of Jesus, I shod my feet with the gospel of peace and gird my loins with truth. I put on the breastplate of righteousness and the helmet of salvation. And I take up the shield of faith and sword of the Holy Spirit to do Thy Will.” 

Each believer must function in this manner to be effective in God’s army. Our enemy plans to steal, kill and destroy us. We must be watchful and alert. God’s army was meant to take the battle to the enemy and to destroy the works of the enemy. We cannot be effective in God’s Kingdom unless we are battle-ready and obedient to Him each day.

God’s ways and thoughts can indeed become our ways and thoughts. He has given us His Word (Bible) for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness so that the man of God is thoroughly equipped for every good work. God indwells each believer as the Holy Spirit, revealing the mind of Christ. The Holy Spirit empowers believers to trust and to obey Jesus over their own carnal nature.

Believers have no excuse before God to live according to His Word. Believers should examine themselves to see if they are in the faith of the Lord Jesus. If sin is exposed, repent before God and trust Him for complete forgiveness and cleansing. And, be sure you forgive yourself. Time is short. Jesus is coming soon. We must be found as the faithful servant in His household when He arrives. Won’t you give up yourself to serve Him Who ransomed you? Believers have eternal life and they can have life more abundantly on this earth.

God’s Ways & Thoughts are possible for you.




                                                      Stan & Sandy Wieber 








JESUS INC
PAGE  
2

