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Hello!  The topic for this newsletter is holiness. God commanded His people to be holy, for He is Holy. So it makes good sense for believers in the Lord Jesus to know what holiness is and to become holy as God commanded. True holiness comes only from God. At the time of one’s salvation, a believer is made righteous by the blood of Jesus and is made holy by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Afterward, a believer is commanded to imitate Jesus in thought, word and deed throughout their life on earth. Obedience to God’s Word in the Bible enables the Holy Spirit to transform the mind of the believer into the mind of Christ. 

As this process matures in believers, their relationship with God blossoms. The result is a person who consistently walks in the faith of Jesus Christ and who trusts Him and His Word in all of life’s choices. Such a person still faces temptation and sin, yet is able to maintain and grow his relationship with God through repentance and obedience to Jesus. This is a day-by-day process of seeking to know and love the Lord Jesus and to do what is good and right in the eyes of God. Within the July/August issue of the Decision magazine published by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association was an article entitled: “12 Marks of Holiness”. This article was written by J.C. Ryle who outlined what practical holiness is and what sort of persons are those whom God calls holy.

These 12 Marks of Holiness are:

1) Holiness is a habit of being of one mind with God, according to His mind as we find it described in Scripture. It is a habit of agreeing with God’s judgment—hating what He hates, loving what He loves—and measuring everything in this world by the standard of His Word.   

2) A holy person will endeavor to shun every known sin and to keep every known commandment. He will have a bent of mind toward God, a hearty desire to do His will—a greater fear of displeasing Him than of displeasing the world, and a love of all His ways.

3) A holy person will strive to to be like our Lord Jesus Christ. He will not only live the life of faith in Him and draw from Him all his daily peace and strength, but he will also labor to have the mind that was in Him and to be conformed to His image.

4) A holy person will follow after meekness, longsuffering, gentleness, patience, kind temper, government of the tongue. He will bear much, forbear much, overlook much, and be slow to talk of standing on his rights.

5) A holy person will follow after temperance and self-denial. He will labor to mortify the desires of his body—to crucify his flesh with his affections and lusts. He will curb his passions—restrain his carnal inclinations—lest at any time they break loose.
6) A holy person will follow after charity and brotherly kindness. He will endeavor to observe the golden rule of doing as he would have others do to him and of speaking as he would have others speak to him. He will be full of affection towards his brethren.

7) A holy person will follow after a spirit of mercy and benevolence toward others. He will not stand all day idle. He will not be content with doing no harm—he will try to do good.

8) A holy person will follow after purity of heart. He will dread all filthiness and uncleanness of spirit, and seek to avoid all things that might draw him into it. He knows his own heart is like tinder, and he will diligently keep clear of the sparks of temptation.

9) A holy person will follow after the fear of God. I do not mean the fear of a slave, who only works because he is afraid of punishment and would be idle if he did not dread discovery. I mean, rather, the fear of a child, who wishes to live and move as if he was always before his father’s face, because he loves him.

10) A holy person will follow after humility. He will desire, in lowliness of mind, to esteem all others better than himself. He will see more evil in his own heart than in any other in the world.

11) A holy person will follow after faithfulness in all duties and relations in life. He will try not merely to fulfill his duties as satisfactorily as those who take no thought for their souls, but even better, because he has higher motives and more help than they.

12) Last, but not least, a holy person will follow after spiritual mindedness. He will endeavor to set his affections entirely on things above and to hold things on earth with a very loose hand.

Mr. Ryle goes on to say that holiness does not shut out the presence of indwelling sin. He states that a holy person has great misery in carrying “a body of death” that often when he would do good, evil is present with him; that the old person is clogging all his movements and trying to draw him back with every step he takes. The holy person is not at peace with indwelling sin, as others are. He hates sin, mourns over it and longs to be free from its company.

Continuing on, Mr. Ryle says that, we must be holy if we would see the Lord. We must not merely have a Christian name and Christian knowledge, we must have a Christian character also. His advice to all who desire to be holy is:
Begin with Christ. You will do nothing at all and make no progress until you feel your sin and weakness and flee to Jesus.  He is the root of all holiness. The way to be holy is to come to Jesus by faith and to be joined with Him Christ is not only wisdom and righteousness to His people, but sanctification also. People run in vain who try to make themselves holy. Without Christ we can do nothing. (John 15:5)

· Go to Christ. Wait for nothing. Wait for nobody. Linger not. Think not to make yourself ready. 

· Go to Christ and say, “Lord, not only save me from the guilt of sin, but send the Spirit, whom Thou didst promise, and save me from sin’s power. Make me holy. Teach me to do Thy will.” In Jesus Name, Amen.

· Abide in Christ. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.   (John 15:4-5)

· Jesus is the Physician that you must go to daily to keep well. He is the Manna which you must daily eat. He is the Rock of which you must daily drink.

The pathway to holiness involves:

· spending quality time with Jesus

· Transforming your mind by reading the Bible

· Obeying God’s Word

· Seeking the Holy Spirit’s power to live for Christ daily

· Trusting Jesus in everything

· Staying around people who demonstrate true holiness

· Fleeing from all evil and resisting your selfish ways

· Being patient with yourself and persevering in trials

· Keeping your faith strong

· Loving your neighbor as yourself

The following Bible references are furnished for your use as you study what God has to say about holiness:

Holiness

· Commanded. (Lev 11:45; 20:7; Eph 5:8; Col 3:12; Rom 12:1)

· Christ:


Desires for His people. (John 17:17)


Effects in His people.    (Ephesians 5:25-27)


An example of.               (Hebrews 7:26; I Peter 2:21-22)

· The character of God, the standard of. (Lev 19:2. I Pet 1:15-16; Ephesians 5:1)

· The character of Christ, the standard of. ( Romans 8:29; I John 2:6; Philippians 2:5)
· The gospel of the way of. (Isaiah 35:8)
· Necessary to God’s worship. (Psalm 24:3-4)
· None shall see God without.  (Eph 5:5; Heb 12:14)
Saints:

· Elected to. (Romans 8:29; Ephesians 1:4)

· Called to. (I Thessalonians 4:7; II Timothy 1:9)
· New created in. (Ephesians 4:24)
· Possess. (I Corinthians 3:17; Hebrews 3:1)
· Have their fruit in. (Romans 6:22)
· Should follow after. (Hebrews 12:14)
· Should serve God in. (Luke 1:74-75)
· Should yield their members as instruments of. (Romans 6:13,19)
· Should present their bodies to God in. (Romans 12:1)
· Should have their conversation in. (I Peter 1:15; II Peter 3:11)
· Should continue in. (Luke 1:75)
· Should seek perfection in. (II Corinthians 7:1)
· Shall be presented to God in. (Col1:22; I Thess.3:13)
· Shall continue in, forever. (Revelation 22:11)
· Behavior of aged women should be as becomes. (Titus 2:3)

· Promise to women who continue in. (II Tim 2:15)
· Promised to the Church. (Isaiah 35:8; Obadiah 17; Zechariah 14:20-21)
· Becoming to the Church. (Psalm 93:5)
· The Church is the beauty of. (I Chr.16:29; Ps 29:2)
· The Word of God the means of producing. (John 17:17; II Timothy 3:16-17)

Is the Result of:

· The manifestation of God’s grace. (Titus2:3,11,12)  

· Subjection to God. (Romans 6:22)

· God’s keeping. (John 17:15)

· Union with Christ. (John 15:4-5; 17:9)

Required in prayer. (I Timothy 2:8)

Ministers should:


- Possess. (Titus 1:8)


- Avoid everything inconsistent with. (Lev 21:6; Isaiah 52:11)


- Be examples of. (I Timothy 4:12)


- Exhort to. (Hebrews 12:14; I Peter 1:14-16)

Motives to:


- The glory of God. (John 15:8; Philippians 1:11)


- The love of Christ. (II Corinthians 5:14-15)


- The mercies of God. (Romans 12:1-2)


- The dissolution of all things. (II Peter 1:14-16)

The Character of the Renewed Heart

· Prepared to seek God.(II Chr 19:3; Ezra 7:10; Ps 10:17)

· Fixed on God. (Psalms 57:7; 112:7)
· Joyful in God. (I Samuel 2:1; Zechariah 10:7)
· Perfect with God. (I Kings 8:61; Psalm 101:2)
· Upright. (Psalms 97:11; 125:4)
· Clean. (Psalm 73:1)
· Pure. (Psalm 24:4; Matthew 5:8)
· Tender. (I Samuel 24:5; II Kings 22:19)
· Single and Sincere. (Acts 2:46; Hebrews 10:22)
· Honest and good. (Luke 8:15)
· Broken, contrite. (Psalms 34:18; 51:17)
· Obedient. (Psalm 119:112; Romans 6:17)
· Filled with the law of God. (Psalms 40:8; 119:11)
· Awed by the Word of God. (Psalm 119:161)
· Filled with the fear of God. (Jeremiah 32:40)
· Meditative. (Psalms 4:4; 77:6)
· Circumcised. (Deuteronomy 30:6; Romans 2:29)
· Void of fear. (Psalm 27:3)
· Desirous of God. (Psalm 84:2)
· Enlarged. (Psalm 119:32; II Corinthians 6:11)
· Faithful to God. (Nehemiah 9:8)
· Confident in God. (Psalm 112:7)
· Sympathising. (Jeremiah 4:19; Lamentations 3:51)
· Prayerful. (I Samuel 1:13; Psalm 27:8)
· Inclined to obedience. (Psalm 119:112)
· Wholly devoted to God. (Psalms 9:1; 119:10; 69;145)

· Zealous. (II Chronicles 17:6; Jeremiah 20:9)

· Wise. (Proverbs 10:8; 14:33; 23:15)

· A treasury of good. (Matthew 12:35)

Believers have a vast storehouse of scripture to verify what God requires of His people. A sustaining vibrant day-to-day relationship with Jesus is key to growing in holiness. We must deny ourselves and take up our cross each day to be effective disciples (followers) of Jesus Christ. Jesus said His yoke was light and His burden easy. 

Our enemy seeks to convince believers that becoming more like Jesus is an impossible task. That we should be content with trying to be or do good on our own strength instead of relying on the power of the Holy Spirit each day. Those who believe this lie betray their faith and trust in Jesus to supply all they need for godliness. The resulting lifestyle is more worldly than the Kingdom life of Jesus. Won’t you seek the higher ground of the life and power of your Maker? It is available to you. Jesus will empower you to obey Him completely.

Jesus is worth our life ...and so much more.    



                                                Stan & Sandy Wieber
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