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Greetings to you, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ! We pray that this Christmas season will encourage you and your loved ones to think about the wondrous birth, death, resurrection and soon to come, return of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. When we think about Jesus and His love for us, our problems and concerns may not seem too overwhelming. If you knew that you had only 15 minutes remaining in your life on earth, what would be most important for you to address? We all should go through this exercise. For we need to know the reality or vanity of our perceived priorities against what is truly important in God’s eyes. As we think about our relationship with Jesus, He will expose our vain priorities and give us a clear view of what is most important for us to reckon with, from an eternal viewpoint. Spend some quality time with your Creator so He can minister His truth and love to you. His grace can overcome your distractions and resistance to Jesus. He responds to a humble and sincere heart.

The love of Jesus is beyond our comprehension. Yet, He beckons His people to continually seek Him with all their heart, soul, mind and strength. He is a rewarder of those who earnestly seek Him through faith. Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Recently, I read about a lady (believer) who expressed her fears about not being forgiven by the Lord, to her Pastor.  After some discussion, she could better accept that her past sins were forgiven, but she wondered how her future sins could be already forgiven.

The Pastor had to remind this lady, that when Jesus lived on earth as the suffering servant, she did not exist. Hence, when Jesus died and paid for the penalty of the sins of all mankind, all of this lady’s sins were yet uncommitted. Upon hearing this, she understood that both her past and future sins were all future sins  at the time of the death of Jesus. The burden was lifted and she was set free to live without fear of penalty from future sins. She only needed to trust Jesus and His finished work on the cross. 

Jesus has already guaranteed eternity to each believer. And He will carry us forward through the working of the Holy Spirit who lives within believers. He has made each believer a new creature, able to understand His Word in the Bible and to obey Him. The Holy Spirit empowers believers to resist the evil enticements of this world and our enemy, Satan. He helps us to subdue fleshly or carnal desires, thoughts and selfish ways so we can function effectively in the spiritual realm of God’s truth, righteousness and holiness. 

God’s people have been given everything they need to obey Him and His Word in the Bible. God has not left anything undone for the believer to follow Jesus completely. He knows that we will sin and has given us His truth and repentance from sin, to get us back “on track” with Him. Believers have no excuse before a holy God who has made provision for everything in their lives.

It is important for each believer to understand who he/she is, in Christ. And to know the provision God has already made to enable us to walk consistently in obedience to His Word. Without such knowledge we often become victims of the enemy’s lies and deceptions that laden us with guilt and condemnation.

God wants each believer to study His Word to show himself approved unto God. Most believers in America can obtain a Bible,  or join a study group or Bible correspondence course, to become more familiar with God’s Word. By obeying its application to their everyday lives and mediating on His Word, believers can experience ongoing spiritual growth. They can ask the Holy Spirit for help to comprehend difficult verses in the Bible and for power to overcome their carnal nature as they seek to live for Christ each day.

God delights in His people. He truly wants believers to understand and to live out His Word. God is Spirit, His Word is spirit and He operates in the unseen spiritual realm. Faith and obedience to Jesus allows believers to operate effectively in the Kingdom of God. This faith strengthens believers, that they trust in God and in His Word, more than they trust in themselves, especially in resisting their fleshly or carnal ways. 

Faith in Jesus and in His Word must have priority in our thoughts, desires and ways so that believers place their lives in God’s control everyday. A faith-based life becomes a reality as believers choose to obey God and His Word over their ways, in everything that they think, say and do.

When a believer gets up in the morning, he/she has opportunity to give thanks or to praise God for the new day. Before the workday begins, we can spend time with God to read the Bible, worship Him, practice listening to discern His voice, and to place before Him concerns and obstacles to be faced during the day. Also, believers can pray for and bless their families, friends, co-workers, bosses, church, and nation, to commend them to the Lord’s safe keeping and guidance.

As the day progresses, God’s wisdom, knowledge and understanding is available to handle each and every decision or circumstance which believers face. They can ask God for His grace and power to endure difficult or fearful situations. As temptations arise, believers are to submit themselves to God, resist the devil and he shall flee. No temptation is too strong for believers to overcome through faith and obedience to God and His Word.

In situations in which we have not encountered before, believers can call upon God for discernment and grace to do the right thing. The wicked mock and ridicule believers because of their righteous ways. God empowers His people to bless and to overcome evil with good. We can seek to live in peace with all people. 

Working wholeheartedly on the job, whether we have good or hard-hearted bosses should be the norm. God’s people do not need the praises of men, nor should they give much effort to seeking promotions. For God promotes His people as He pleases, to bring all glory to Him.

God’s provision for His people is always sufficient. He knows us better than ourselves and gives us what does not hinder or destroy us. Believers are to be content in God and in what He provides each day. They can thank God even in the midst of depravation and want, knowing that God will make provision and give grace to endure.

When sickness, death, suffering, persecution (for the sake of Christ), rejection, failure, etc. come, believers have God as their refuge. God provides grace to endure, for comfort, and for faith, obedience and courage to overcome. Believers are to bless their enemies and pray for their salvation. God’s mercy enables us to have mercy and compassion on our enemies.
Rather than being content to live out our lives in isolation, believers can make friends and lead them to Christ. God’s love for the Lost is in each believer. We can become active in God’s Harvest. Believers can seek creative ways to build relationships with neighbors, co-workers, unbelieving friends and relatives, to set the stage for conveying God’s love and word of salvation to them. The more believers become ‘others centered’, the more they become attractive to unbelievers. True fulfillment and contentment comes from obeying God and His commands including, spreading the Good News of His salvation.

Believers are to bring up their children in the way that they should go, so that when they grow old they will not depart from it. Much time, energy, perseverance and faith is required to show a child the love of Christ and to live a Christ-like life in their midst. Yet, the benefits are out of this world and the earthly blessings are without regret.

The poor are always with us. Many of them are examples of child-like faith for us to observe. God’s eyes are on them and He watches out for them diligently each day. Believers are to become involved in God’s work with the poor. They can freely give to ministries which help the needy. And, they can directly meet the needs of people as they follow the lead of the Holy Spirit.

In obeying and in blessing those in authority, believers are to uphold laws which do not go against God’s Word. They can pray for those in authority. And believers can work actively toward raising up Godly men and women having a passion to serve God in leadership positions. Believers are to vote for men and women of Godly character and faith, regardless of party affiliation.

To be teachable and open to learning from God and from others is of great benefit. We should seek fellowship with God’s people. Like us, they may not always be likeable or loving. In time of need or stress, we are to help the brethren. When we do not know what to do for another, we can be quiet, listen, or offer words of comfort as the Lord leads. Works of mercy, without seeking the acknowledgement or praises from others, should become more frequent in the believers daily routine.

Worship in spirit and in truth, to our Father and to our Lord Jesus is the main component of a Christian’s daily walk. As we faithfully serve God, He sets us free to worship Him in all aspects of our daily lives. True worship comes from a heart prepared by God. Believers worship God at work, at play, at quiet times, with fellow believers, in studying His Word, in songs, and in everything in between. God knows our hearts and He greatly delights in us as we worship Him in spirit and in truth. Each one of us has been created to offer a unique blend of worship to God. We become more aware of this uniqueness as we actively worship God in everything we do.

In our thought-life, believers are to dwell on what is true, what is of virtue, what is praise-worthy, what is excellent, what will bring glory to God. We can openly acknowledge God as the author of every good thing. Believers can take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ Jesus.  We do not have to ignore our current circumstances before us. Rather, we can operate in faith in our God to overcome all things which we face each day.

The tongue is something that no man can tame. Believers  are to yield to the Holy Spirit’s taming of our tongues. Our words can be truthful, gracious and comforting to others. Even in silence, others may think that we are wise. We can choose silence over many idle words, in our relationships with others. Gossip, murmuring, presumption, or slander can be avoided by not to engaging in unholy talk. We may face the prospect of becoming an outcast among some of our friends. Yet they will know that we have taken the better path that makes for true and lasting friendships.

Immediate gratification seems to be the norm of this world. Believers may wait or forgo the temporary in favor of lasting results. They seek to exercise discipline over their bodies and cravings, so that self-control maintains priority over self-indulgence. In doing so, we show a lost world the benefits that come from a life given to service rather than to self-seeking. 

As stewards of what God has given us, believers can maintain open or transparent management of things under their control or influence. Prudent ways, preventive maintenance of what we possess, placing things in effective production, etc. should become a way of life for believers.  We can hold loosely to what we have so that God can use it for His purposes. Believers can enjoy their possessions while they support God’s works. Believers know that God demands an accounting of how they managed things under their control. They can apply biblical ways to manage, administer, and produce something of value to the Kingdom of God.

Just as a close obedient relationship with God is essential, believers are to build and maintain close relationships with their spouses. Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loves the Church. They need the power of the Holy Spirit to cherish their wives and to avoid looking for “greener pastures” when a wife may not be pleasing to the husband. Wives are to submit faithfully to their husbands just as Jesus submitted faithfully to the Father. God is the third party in a Christian marriage. He is able to effectively use the faithfulness of one or both spouses to achieve the full benefits of a covenant marriage relationship.

Believers are to pay their proper share of taxes to support government that exercises authority over them. They know that God places all in authority to serve His purposes. Believers also know that they can lead a quiet and peaceful life by treating authorities in accordance with God’s Word. We are pilgrims and strangers and sojourners on this earth. Our confidence is in the heavenly country ahead than where we happen to reside at this time. Nations are but a drop in the bucket in the Lord’s eyes. They are nothing and will be judged by God. Hopefully, our nation, the United States of America, will turn back to God who created it, to seek Him before it passes into history
Jesus wants His people to love Him by obeying His commands. Believers have the faith and grace of Jesus to know and do His Will. God does not require us to follow Him unless it is possible through the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Habitual sin, doubts, or unbelief can be overcome because God has redeemed us. He convicts us of sin, gives grace for repentance, and cleanses us from all unrighteousness as we walk by faith in the risen Lord.

Loving and serving God through faith in His Son Jesus include the following blessings:

· Eternal life with God

· Peace of mind

· Joy in the Holy Ghost

· Love for God and for others

· Prosperity in our lives and relationships

· Zeal for the things of God

· Excitement in studying God’s Word

· Strength for each day

· Hope for tomorrow

· Fulfillment in our work tasks

· Spouses and children that love God

· Endurance and courage to persevere thru difficulties

· Wisdom, knowledge and understanding to overcome

· Enduring faith in our Lord Jesus

· Spiritual and mental well-being

· Resilience against setbacks in life

· Being merciful because of the mercy given to us

· Patience with ourselves and with others

· Silence becomes something to be cherished

· Listening becomes more enjoyable than talking

· Ability to comfort others

· Fervent and effective prayer

· Discernment of good and evil

· Contentment with our lot in life & in the way we look

· Reaching the Lost around us, led by the Holy Spirit

· Gratitude that become contagious

· Christ-likeness that attracts others to Jesus

These are just a few of the blessings. May we all faithfully trust and obey Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

May God bless you and your loved ones. Let us all rejoice with Jesus whose birth at Bethlehem started God’s redemptive plan for all mankind on earth.
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